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Road safety in the regions of the European Union 
Road safety has improved considerably, 
but there is still work to be done 
Between 1989 and 1995, the number of deaths caused by road traffic accidents fell by almost 14% in the 
European Union. While the extent of the fall varied across the Member States, the biggest improvements 
were recorded in Finland (-40%), Sweden (-37%) and the United Kingdom (-32%). 
Whatever the indicator used (the number of deaths relative to total population size or to the total number 
of private cars), there are still considerable differences between the regions of the Union. 
Road safety in the European Union 
The number of deaths caused by road accidents is 
an indicator that is used to assess in part the quality 
of the road network and hence to evaluate efforts 
made to improve all aspects of the network (the 
quality of roads, signs, etc.). Obviously, other factors 
also affect road safety, such as the cultural attitude 
to cars or to observing traffic regulations (on speed, 
safety belts, etc), the quality of cars, etc. 
The number of people killed on EU 
roads has fallen 
In 1995, almost 44 200 people lost their lives on the 
roads of the European Union (Figure 1) which repre­
sents 1.4% of total number of deaths. Between 1989 
and 1995, the number of deaths due to road acci­
dents declined by nearly 14% on average. 
Figure 1 : 
Number of deaths on EU roads, 1995 
All accident victims are considered here, including 
pedestrians, cyclists, motorists, passengers, etc. 
Despite the existence of an international standard, all 
Member States do not record road deaths in the same 
way (see note on p. 11). 
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There was an improvement in almost all Member 
States, with the biggest decline in road deaths occur­
ring in Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom 
(down by 40%, 37% and 32% respectively). The fall 
was considerably lower in Ireland (­5%) and Ger­
many (­3%). Austria matched the Community aver­
age with a 14% decline in its death rate. 
There was a very slight worsening of the situation in 
Italy and Luxembourg, with increases of 2 and 1% 
respectively. The situation In Greece is, however, 
more worrying with the number of deaths rising by 
20%, (Figure 2). 
The northern regions are becoming 
increasingly safe 
There are even greater differences in the change in 
the number of deaths at regional level (Table 1). 
Apart from a single region in Spain, the greatest 
decline in the number of road deaths occurred in the 
northern regions of the Union: in four Finnish, one 
German, one Dutch and two Swedish regions as well 
as the Brussels region. 
Figure 2: 
Change in the number of deaths on EU roads, 
1995/1989, in % 
The most marked falls in the death rate occurred in 
the regions of Hamburg in Germany (down 60%) and 
Castilla­la­Mancha in Spain (down 54 %). 
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Source: Eurostat, Regio :=Ξ 
The Aland region of Finland was an exceptional case 
with only one death as a result of a road accident in 
1995 (compared with 7 in 1989). 
The regions with the biggest rise in the number of 
road deaths were in Greece and Germany. The death 
rate rose by between 37 % and 95 % in Germany's 
five new Länder. In Greece, the increase occurred 
mainly in the island regions, with Notio Aigaio holding 
the record (+119 %). Only two regions of Greece 
(Peloponnissos and Voreio Aigaio) saw an improve­
ment in their situation. 
It should be noted that all Member States apart from 
Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom had at 
least one region where the situation deteriorated. 
Table 1: 















































































Source: Eurostat, Regio 'm 
The safest roads are in the United 
Kingdom 
When comparing regions in terms of the number of 
road accidents, the population size and number of 
cars must be taken into account. 
In 1995, there were on average 119 deaths per million 
inhabitants on EU roads, compared with 148 per 
million in 1989 (see Table 2 and map). The United 
Kingdom had the lowest death rate (64), followed by 
Sweden (65), the Netherlands and Finland (with 86 
apiece). 
Portuguese and Greek roads were the most danger­
ous for users, with 217 and 195 deaths per million 
inhabitants respectively. 
The urban regions of Hamburg, Greater London, 
Stockholm and Wien had the safest roads, with 27, 
30, 31 and 34 deaths per million inhabitants respec­
tively. 
In 1995, the Luxembourg region (B) was the most 
deadly (416 deaths per million inhabitants), followed 
by the Algarve (Ρ­ 411) and Alentejo (Ρ­ 338), Bran­
denburg (D­ 302), Centra (Ρ­ 291), Sterea Ellada (EL­
286), Meklenburg­Vorpommern (D ­ 273) and Bur­
genland (A ­ 262). 
Pais Vasco (E) had the Union average of 119 deaths 
per million, while the regions of Alsace (F), Norra 
Mellansverige (S), Friesland (NL) and Açores (Ρ) 
were around the average. 
Similar trends emerge if the number of deaths relative 
to the number of cars is examined. This indicator 
shows that it is safest to use the roads in urban 
regions or in the regions of the United Kingdom 
(Table 3 and map). 
Only in the regions of Greece are the figures signifi­
cantly higher than the Union average, with over 900 
deaths per million private cars, as opposed to the 
Community average of 277. 
Alsace (F) and Noord­Brabant (NL) came very close 
to the Community average with 278 and 285 deaths 
per million private cars respectively. 
Table 2: 





















































































Source: Eurostat, Regio ~3Ά 
The very significant gaps between regions widened 
even further between 1989 and 1995. As regards the 
number of deaths relative to population size, the 
difference ranges from a value of 1 (Hamburg -D with 
27 deaths per million inhabitants) to 15 (the province 
of Luxembourg -B with 416) in 1995 compared with 
a range of 1 to 10 in 1989. The number of deaths per 
million private cars has an even greater range, from 
a value of 1 (Hamburg with 64 deaths per million 
cars) to 46 (Sterea Ellada - EL with 2 968), compared 
with a range of 1 to 27 in 1989. 
Table 3: 
































CEUTA Y MELILLA 














































Source: Eurostat, Regio 3 2 
METHODOLOGICAL NOTES AND SOURCES 
Deaths caused by road accidents: these cover all categories of victim (pedestrians, cyclists, motorcy-
clists, car drivers, etc.). 
There are big differences in terms of the period taken into account after an accident. All Member States 
apart from the following apply the international standard of 30 days established the ECMT (the European 
Conference of Ministers of Transport, an OECD body) and the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe: 
EL: 3 day period; 
E: 24 hour period (up to 1993); 
F: 6 day period; 
I: 7 day period; 
A: 3 day period (up to 1991 ); 
P: persons killed outright or who die on the way to hospital. 
Deaths after these periods are classified as injuries. 









+ 30 % up to 1993; 
+ 9 % up to 1992, then 5,7%; 
+ 8 %; 
+ 12% up to 1991; 
+ 30%. 
REGIO contains the non-adjusted data provided by the Member States. For example, by applying the 
relevant coefficients, the number of deaths in Portugal in 1995 would rise from 217 to 282 per million 
inhabitants and the number of deaths in Greece would increase from 195 to 224 per million. 
NUTS: Nomenclature of Territorial Statistical Units. The nomenclature in current use subdivides the 
territory of the EU into 77 regions at NUTS Level 1,206 regions at NUTS Level 2 and 1031 at NUTS Level 
3, each NUTS level being a grouping of regions at the level below. 
" : "= data not available. 
Publications: 
- Regions: statistical yearbook; 
- Transport: annual statistics. 
Source: REGIO 
REGIO: apart from the indicators presented here, the REGIO databank contains other series of regional 
indicators on transport (passenger and goods flows by mode of tranport, infrastructure, etc.), plus other 
statistical domains (demography, agriculture, employment, unemployment, economic accounts, energy, 
research and development, etc.). 
Table 4: 
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Road safety in the regions of the European Union (continued) 
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Road safety in the regions of the European Union (continued) 
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Number of deaths caused by road accidents 
per million private cars, EU­15 = 277 
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ES: 1994 
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